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many loyalists came forth, and enrolled themselves in
arms for the service of the Crown. The war WHS carried
by them and by the Royal troops from Georgia into the
Carolinas, and was waged in several small encounters
with varying success. Atl^ew York Sir Henry Clinton's
numbers were so far reduced, and his promised reinforce-
ments so long in coming, that he could undertake no
distant nor decisive object. He could only, in concert
with the Admiral, Sir. George Collier, send forth some
smaller expeditions. One of these destroyed the Ame-
ricans' stores and shipping at the mouth of the Ghesapeak.
Another, under Governor Try on, with a body of loyalists,
did cruel execution along the Connecticut coast. Another
still afforded succour to a new British station in the bay
of Penobscot, and scattered a flotilla from Massachusetts,
which had been sent against it. The American crews
and soldierSj driven to shore in a desert country, for the
most part perished miserably in the woods. The British
fleet was also employed by Sir Henry Clinton in. with-
drawing the British troops from Rhode Island, where
they had been stationed so long and to so little purpose.

In an enterprise of greater importance, Sir Henry,
together with Sir George, commanded in person. Ascend-
ing the Hudson above iifty miles, they reduced both Stony
Point and Verpltuik's Neck, two strong posts on opposite
sides of the river. But not many weeks elapsed ere Stony
Point was surprised and retaken by the enemy. This
exploit was performed with great skill and gallantry by
the American General Wayne; and though on the news
that Clinton was again advancing he could not, retain his
conquest, he was able to destroy the works and to carry
off above 500 prisoners. Another surprise, conducted by
Major Henry Lee, on the British garrison at Paulus Hook,
opposite New York, proved almost equally successful.
Here, however, the Americans withdrew too soon for
their credit, if, as Clinton declares in his despatch, "their
" retreat was as disgraceful as their attack had been
" spirited and well-conducted." *

* Major Lee himself says, in a confidential letter to his friend
President Reed: "In my report to General Washington, I passed the
" usual general compliments on the troops under my command. I
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